
 

PRESS RELEASE 10th May 2018  

Community group calls for “internationally-significant” youth club 
building to be listed  

A group of local residents in Grove Park, south-east London, is calling for the preservation of an 
historic youth club built in the 1960s.  

The Grove Park Building Preservation Trust (BPT) was set up in 2016 to preserve the purpose-built 
Grove Park Youth Club – which is owned by Lewisham Council – from demolition and sale to a 
property developer.  

Last month, the BPT submitted an application to Lewisham Council to include GPYC in the Local 
List of significant buildings. The List protects buildings that do not currently meet the national 
criteria for statutory listing, but add local distinctiveness to the borough.  

GPYC would be the first youth club to be included in the list, which currently encompasses over 
200 entries ranging from residential properties to pubs. 

Stephen Kenny, Director of the BPT and author of the listing application, says:  

“We strongly believe that the building meets the council’s criteria of architectural and historical 
interest, as well as age or rarity.” 

GPYC was designed by the London County Council’s Education Department and finished in 1966. 
The LCC’s Architecture Department was internationally-renowned at the time, and designed 
nationally listed buildings such as the Southbank Centre’s Hayward Gallery and Crystal Palace 
Recreation Centre.  

Kenny adds that the 2018 World Cup adds a poetic link to the club’s opening dance, which was 
held on 30th July 1966, the same day that England won the final.  

The listing application has attracted support from a variety of organisations and individuals. The 
club’s architect, Leo Hallissey, has offered his support through writing letters and supplying 
architectural details.  

John Boughton, a social historian and author of the recently published book Municipal Dreams: 
The Rise and Fall of Council Housing, wrote: 

“The Youth Club represents an important moment in public housing history, marking a time when 
local authorities committed themselves not only to building homes at scale but to providing the 
resources that would support and sustain community.” 

In April this year, the BPT received a letter of support from the 20th Century Society. Tess Pinto, 
Senior Conservation Adviser, wrote: 

“We consider the building to be a non-designated heritage asset, which has both special local 
historic and architectural interest.” 

Thomas Bender, Conservation Adviser at Save Britain’s Heritage, also wrote a letter in support of 
the submission in March this year: 



“The youth club is significant as a fine surviving example of publicly funded post-war social 
architecture. We strongly believe it merits listing.” 

The building’s use of shuttered concrete panels on the front exterior has been recognised by the 
Bauhaus University in Weimar, who praise the architects’ adoption and interpretation of Bauhaus 
stylistic principles.  

In March 2018, the university’s Faculty of Architecture and Urbanism wrote in support of both local 
and national listing of the building, which it calls “an internationally-significant piece of mid-century 
modern architecture built in the Bauhaus style.” 

******* 

About the Grove Park Youth Club Building Preservation Trust 

We represent many local residents, young and old, business owners, councillors and the 
local police who support the preservation and reopening of Grove Park Youth Club.  

A BPT is a not for profit organisation whose main aims include the preservation and 
regeneration of historic buildings. BPTs are supported by the Heritage Trust Network.  

More details: www.groveparkyouthclub.co.uk // @GroveParkYC 
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Captions (clockwise from top left): 

1. GPYC main hall in 1966 

2. Grove Park Youth Club today. Credit: Rob Clayton 

3. Stephen Kenny outside GPYC. Credit: Rob Clayton  

4. The GPYC BPT and friends outside the club  

5. GPYC in 1966 

6. GPYC in 1966 


